
COMMONWEALTH OF KENTUCKY 

BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION 

* * 

I n  t h e  Matter of: 

THE APPLICATION OF COLUMBIA GAS OF 1 
KENTUCKY, INC., FOR PERMISSION TO 1 

8 0 7  KAR 5 : 0 2 2 ,  SECTION 8 ( 5 ) ( A )  1 
1 AND 3 OF THE COMMISSION'S RULES 1 

DEVIATE FROM THE REQUIREMENTS OF 1 CASE NO. 9 4 9 1  

O R D E R  

On J a n u a r y  7 ,  1986, C o l u m b i a  Gas of K e n t u c k y ,  I n c . ,  

("Columbia")  f i l e d  a n  a p p l i c a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  Commiss ion  r e q u e s t i n g  

a d e v i a t i o n  froin 807 KAR 5 : 0 2 2 ,  S e c t i o n  8 ( 5 ) ( a )  1 a n d  3,  of t h e  

Coinmiss ion ' s  r e g u l a t i o n s .  S p e c i f i c a l l y ,  Columbia r e q u e s t s  

approval  t o  c h a n g e  i t s  p o s i t i v e - d i s p l a c e m e n t  meters, u p  t o  500 

cubic feet  per h o u r ,  o n  a o n e - f o u r t e e n t h  a n n u a l  r a t i o ,  and  t o  

test o n e - h a l f  of its p o s i t i v e - d i s p l a c e m e n t  meters, above 1500 

c u b i c  feet  per  h o u r ,  o n  a n  a n n u a l  b a s i s .  T h e  p r e s e n t  r e g u l a t i o n s  

r e q u i r e  t h a t  p o s i t i v e - d i s p l a c e m e n t  meters u p  t o  and  i n c l u d i n g  500 

c u b i c  feet  per h o u r  s h a l l  be t e s t e d  a t  least  o n c e  e v e r y  1 0  y e a r s ,  

and  a l l  p o s i t i v e - d i s p l a c e m e n t  meters a b o v e  1500 c u b i c  f e e t  pe r  

h o u r  s h a l l  be t es ted  a t  l e a s t  o n c e  e v e r y  year. 

The Commiss ion  is of t h e  o p i n i o n  t h a t  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  issues 

i n  this request by Columbia a re  t w o f o l d .  F i r s t ,  t h e  Commiss ion  

is i n t e r e s t e d  t o  know w h a t  t h e  a n t i c i p a t e d  cost s a v i n g s ,  i f  any, 

w i l l  be as a r e s u l t  of less f r e q u e n t  t e s t i n g  of t h e  meters 

referred to horein. S e c o n d ,  t h e  lsouo of s a € e t y  to Caluinhia'm 



custoiners r e l a t e d  to  t h e  p r e s e n t  1 0 - y e a r  c y c l e  fo r  domestic i n e t e r  

c h a n g e - o u t  h a s  n o t  b e e n  a d d r e s s e d  i n  t h e  Columbia a p p l  i ca t ion .  

I n  order to  a d e q u a t e l y  r e v i e w  C o l u m b i a ' s  r e q u e s t  for a 

d e v i a t i o n  and t h e  r e l a t e d  i s s u e s ,  t h e  Colrunission is of t h e  

o p i n i o n  a n d  h e r e b y  finds t h a t  a d d i t i o n a l  i n f o r m a t i o n  is r e q u i r e d  

from Columbia t o  r e s p o n d  t o  its r e q u e s t  f o r  a d e v i a t i o n .  

I T  IS THEREFORE ORDERED t h a t  Coluinbia  s h a l l  f i l e  the 

f o l l o w i n g  i n f o r m a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  Coirunission w i t h i n  1 5  d a y s  of t h e  

d a t e  of t h i s  O r d e r .  I n c l u d e  w i t h  e a c h  r e s p o n s e  t h e  name of t h e  

p e r s o n  who w i l l  be r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  r e s p o n d i n g  t o  q u e s t i o n s  

r e l a t ed  t o  t h e  i n f o r i n a t  i o n  i n v o l v e d .  

1. In its a p p l i c a t i o n  C o l u i n b i a  states t h a t  a d e v i a t i o n  is 

w a r r a n t e d  based upon i n - t e s t  p e r f o r i n a n c e  d a t a  of v a r i o u s  t y p e s  of 

d o m e s t i c  meters i n  other  j u r i s d i c t i o n s .  However, b a s e d  upon 

i n f o r m a t i o n  i n  E x h i b i t  V of t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n ,  a p p r o x h a t e l y  2 2  

p e r c e n t  of C o l u i n b i a ' s  doinestic ineter p o p u l a t i o n  is n o t  r e p r e o e n t -  

ed b y  t h e  p e r f o r i n a n c e  data p r o v i d e d  i n  E x h i b i t s  I - I V  of t h e  

a p p l i c a t i o n .  What i m p a c t  d o e s  t h i s  h a v e  o n  C o l u m b i a ' s  c o n c l u s i o n  

t h a t  t h e  t y p e s  o f  d o m e s t i c  meters u s e d  i n  K e n t u c k y  c a n  p e r f o r m  

within a c c e p t a b l e  a c c u r a c y  l e v e l s  beyond 10 y e a r s ?  

2. What would be the o v e r a l l  cost s a v i n g s  to  C o l u m b f a  

a n n u a l l y  i f  t h e  d e v i a t i o n  is g r a n t e d ?  What types of e x p e n s e s  

would be d e c r e a s e d ?  

3. To t h e  e x t e n t  t h a t  cost s a v i n g s  a re  r e a l i z e d ,  i n  wha t  

ways will C o l u i n b l a ' s  c u s t o i n e r s  b e n e f i t ?  Will future r a t e s  be 

affected? 
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4 .  Most domestic cus tomers  do not have a service person 

i n s i d e  t h e i r  premises except during t h e  meter change-out. During 

this time the s e r v i c e  person usually t e s t s  the house  p i p i n g ,  

condition of a p p l i a n c e s ,  any fraudulent use of service,  e t c .  

T h i s  meter change-out is now conducted  on a 10-year cycle. Would 

t h e  s a f e t y  of domestic custolners be comproinised i f  the meter 

change-out period is extended beyond 1 0  years? 

Done at Frankfort, Kentucky, t h i s  4th day of February, 1986. 

PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION 

ATTEST: 

S e c r e t a r y  


